Kevin Sabet, Ph.D.

Dubbed the “quarterback” of the new anti-drug
movement by Salon Magazine, Kevin A. Sabet, Ph.D has
over 18 years of experience working on drug policy. Dr.
Sabet is the Director of the Drug Policy Institute at the
University of Florida and an Assistant Professor in the
College of Medicine, Department of Psychiatry. With
Patrick J. Kennedy, he is the co-founder of Project SAM
(Smart Approaches to Marijuana).

He is also a policy consultant to numerous domestic and
international organizations through his company, the
Policy Solutions Lab. His current clients include the United
Nations, where he holds a senior advisor position at the
Italy-based United Nations Interregional Crime and Justice
Research Institute (UNICRI), and other governmental and
non-governmental organizations.

From 2009-2011, he served in the Obama Administration
as the Senior Advisor to Director Kerlikowske at the White
House Office of National Drug Control Policy (ONDCP).
Representing his non-partisan commitment to drug policy,
he previously worked on research, policy and speech
writing at ONDCP in 2000 and from 2003-2004 in the
Clinton and Bush Administrations, respectively.

In his most recent senior position at ONDCP, Dr. Sabet
advised Director Kerlikowske on all matters affecting
priorities, policies, and programs of the National Drug
Control Strategy. He was one of three main writers of
President Obama’s first National Drug Control Strategy,
and his portfolio included leading the office’s efforts on
marijuana policy, legalization issues, international demand
reduction, drugged driving, and synthetic drug policy. Dr.
Sabet represented ONDCP in numerous meetings and
conferences, and played a key role in the
Administration’s international drug legislative and
diplomatic efforts at the United Nations.
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Christian Thurstone, M.D.

Dr. Christian Thurstone is one of fewer than three
dozen physicians in the United States who are
board certified in general, child and adolescent
and addictions psychiatry.

He is medical director of one of Colorado’s largest
youth substance-abuse-treatment clinics and an
associate professor of psychiatry at the University
of Colorado Denver, where he conducts research
on youth substance use and addiction. Dr.
Thurstone has completed medical training at the
University of Chicago, Northwestern University
and UCD. In 2010, he completed five years of
mentored research training through the National
Institute on Drug Abuse/American Academy of
Child and Adolescent Psychiatry K12 Research
Program in Substance Abuse.

Dr. Thurstone also currently serves as immediate
past president of the Colorado Child and
Adolescent Psychiatric Society and as a team
physician serving the National Football League.

In June 2012, the United States Congress awarded
him another title: U.S. Army Major. He is honored
to treat American service members who need
mental healthcare as an Army Reserves officer in
the Combat Stress Unit of the 807th Medical
Command.

Dr. Thurstone is a fluent Spanish speaker and
enjoys working with many of his young patients
and their families in his second language.

Teens in Colorado and throughout metro Chicago
call him Dr. T, the name under which he writes a
weekly advice column for The Tribune Co.-owned
student newspaper, The Mash.
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